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Andrew Irving, Esq. 
New York, New York 

 

 

Over 40 years’ experience as attorney and independent fiduciary, with focus on serving multi-employer, single-
employer, and public-sector benefit plans subject to ERISA and similar fiduciary regimes. 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Present Blakeman Crest Advisors, LLC 
Founder and Manager 
Gallagher Fiduciary Advisors, LLC 
Senior Independent Fiduciary Consultant 

  
2003-2018 Gallagher Fiduciary Advisors, LLC 

Area Senior Vice President and Area Counsel (2011-2018) 
 and its predecessor firm 
 Independent Fiduciary Services, Inc. 

Senior Vice President and General Counsel (2003-2011) 
 

 Overall leadership of independent fiduciary decision-making services to 
ERISA-regulated benefit plans and other institutional investors subject to 
ERISA and similar fiduciary regimes, including marketing and project 
performance on matters including, for example: 

o Prohibited transaction exemption applications 
o In-kind contributions of employer securities and real property 
o Negotiation of leasing, purchase, sale and services arrangements 

between plans and sponsoring unions, employers and other parties in 
interest 

o Acquisition, management and disposition of public and private fixed 
income and equity securities 

o Fiduciary oversight of real estate transactions and development 
projects 

o Oversight and management of litigation on behalf of benefit plans 
o Determination of multiemployer plan withdrawal liability claims 
o Review of class action securities and ERISA litigation settlements on 

behalf of benefit plans as class members 

 Studied and recommended enhancements of compliance, governance, and 
administrative systems at public- and private-sector benefit plans. 

 Managed multi-disciplinary teams of legal, financial, real estate and 
investment professionals.  

 Team leader and relationship manager for investment consulting services to 
selected multiemployer benefit plan clients 

o Monitoring asset management services by third party investment 
managers and sponsors of alternative investment vehicles 

o Selection and replacement of investment managers 
o Advice on asset allocation and risk management 
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1978–2003 Bryan Cave, LLP, and its predecessor firm Robinson Silverman Pearce 
Aronsohn & Berman, LLP 
Partner (1985-2003), Associate (1978-1985) 

 Representation of public- and private-sector employee benefit plans as 
outside general counsel and in contested/litigated matters arising under 
ERISA, corresponding local laws, and Internal Revenue Code. 

 Civil litigation in state and federal trial and appellate courts, and before state 
and federal administrative agencies. 

 Representation of employers and labor organizations in labor relations and 
collective bargaining matters. 

 Service as court-appointed receiver of disgorgement funds and financial 
institutions in SEC enforcement litigation. 

 Representation of telecommunications and energy companies in regulatory 
matters and mergers and acquisitions. 

  
1977-1978 Eugene H. Nickerson, U.S. District Judge, Eastern District of New York 

Law Clerk 
  
1976-1977 Murray A. Gordon, P.C. 

Associate 

 Representation of public and private sector labor organizations. 

 Representation of public sector employees in civil service matters. 

 Civil litigation in state and federal courts. 
 

 
PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 

2005-2017 New York City Conflicts of Interest Board 
Member 

 Appointed by Mayor Michael Bloomberg, confirmed by New York City Council 

 Recipient, Powell Pierpoint Award for Outstanding Service to the Board 
  
2017-present American College of Employee Benefits Counsel 

Fellow 
  
2004-present American Bar Association, Employee Benefits Committee, Section on 

Labor and Employment Law 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

1973-1976 Columbia Law School  
Juris Doctor 

 Member, Columbia Law Review 

 Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar 
  
1968-1972 Yale College 

Bachelor of Arts, cum laude 
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